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Genesis Chapters 48-50:

Jacob blesses his grandsons and his sons.

Proverbs 1: Verses §-9

“My son, heed the discipline of your father,

And do not forsake the instruction of your mother;
For they are a graceful wreath upon your head,

A necklace about your throat.”

Proverbs 31:

A mother charges her son, Lemuel, King of Massa.

“Do not give your strength to women,

Your vigor, to those who destroy kings.

It is not for kings... to drink wine:

Nor for princes to say: “Where is strong drink?’
Lest they drink and forget what is decreed,

And pervert the justice due to any that is afflicted...

Open your mouth for the dumb,

For the cause of all who are to be destroyed.
Open your mouth, judge righteously,

And plead the cause of the poor and needy.”




Akiva

Pesachim 112a-112b:

Our Rabbis taught:

Seven things did Rabbi Akiva charge his son Rabbi Joshua:

My son, do not sit and study at the highest point of the town;

Do not dwell in a town whose leaders are scholars;

Do not enter your own house suddenly, and all the more your neighbor’s house;

And do not withhold shoes from your feet.

Arise early and eat, in summer on account of the sun (heat), and in winter on account of
the cold;

Treat your Sabbath like a weekday so as to avoid needing help from other people,

And strive to be on good terms with the man upon whom the hour smiles.
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Hear, my son, the instruction of thy father,

and forsake not the teaching of thy mother!®

Accustom thyself to speak in gentleness to all

men, at all times. Thus wilt thou be saved from

anger, the fertile cause of sin.. As‘our Sages say*:

“Over the man of wrath rules every manner of

. Gehinnom, and it is writtens: Remove anger from
thy heart, and EE& putaway evil from thy flesh.

Evil here (in the passage of Ecclesiastes) is-

nothing else but Gehinnom, as when it is said

(in Proverbs): ‘And the wicked for thé day of

evil.” "' 3 “ :

.Being-delivered from anger, there will arise in
thy heart the. quality of humility, better than
all things good! For “the reward of humility
is the fear of the Lord.”’s Reverence is thus the
fruit of humility. For humility it is that must
impel thee tolay to thineheart always the memory

of whence thou camest-and-whither thou goest ;S

it is humility that reminds thee that in life thou

art but a worm, and the more so in death; it is’

humility that warns thee that the One before
whom thou must be judged and called to account
is the King of Glory. “Behold heaven and the
heaven of heavens cannot contain Him""—how
much. less the hearts of the children of men!
**Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord."”*
Pondering over all these things, {the exaltation of
God, the lowliness of man)], thou wilt stand in
awe of thy Creator, and be on thy guard against
mE. .

Endowed with these qualities, thou canst
but rejoice at whatever lot befall thee. ~If thou
indeed takest humility for thy rule in life, holding

‘thyself modestly before the world, a God-fearer

and a sif-fearer,—then will there rest upon thee
the spirit of the Shekinah® and the radiance of

the divine Glory, and thou wilt live the life of the

world to comel™

‘.{

And now, my son! Understand clearly that
he who prides himself in his heart over other men :

is a rebel against the Kingship of Heaven. Such ;

a one presumes to adorn himself in the robe of

the Omnipresent. For it isiGod, enthroned, who
wears the mantle of majesty.® And wherefore -

shall the heart of man be puffed up? Is it be-
cause of wealth? It is God who maketh poor
and maketh rich,”® Or is it because of honor?
Buthonorisof God.** And how shalla man boast

in an honor which is . his. Maker's? Does he

glorify himself because of his wisdom? Lo, God

“removeth the speech of men of trust and taketh
away the sense of the elders.”* In a word, all :

are equal before the Lord. For in His anger He

bringeth down the high and in His good pleasure -
He elevates the low. Therefore debase thyself

and let the Omnipresent raise thee up s
Accordingly I will explain how thou must habi-

tuate thyself to the quality of humility in thy

daily practice. - Let thy voice be low, and thy

‘head bowed; let thine eyes beé turned earthwards

PUCEr LYk

and thy heart heavenwards. Gaze not in the

- face of him whom thou dost address.- Every

man should seem in thine eyes as one greater

than thyself. If he be wise or wealthy, it is thy

duty to show him respect. If he be poor and
thou the richer, or if thou be wiser than he, be-
H.Ezw thee in thy heart, that thou art the more
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In the year of Creation 5451 (1690~91) I begin writing this
with an aching heast, as will follow later. May the Lord make us,
rejoice as often as He has afflicted us =i serid out Messiah and
Redeemer speedily. Amen A

All that the Lord has: created, He created Jfor His glory. The
world was. foundéd on loving-kindness. We know that the

Almighty, blessed be He and blessed be His nameg, in His good-
ness and mercy created all things. He is not in fieed of any of
His creations which He in His grace has made in diverse kinds
for the use of us sinful mortals. Every created thing is of some
use, more than we realize or imagine. King David, ori"whom be
peace, askéd, of what use are the fool, the wasp, and the spider
-in the world? But he found out in good time. First God and then
these three saved his life—as is written in the Book of Kings.
Anyone who wishes to know can read in Holy Writ.

It is known that many pious live sad and lonely lives, suffer-

Jng bardship and miséry in this passing world while, in contrast,
- rogues enjoy much honotr and great comforts. They and theirs
have riches while, on. the other hand, it fares badly with the

righteous and their children. We ponder: How is it that

-Almighty God, who is just, permits this? But this also, I think,

Gluckel of Hameln 351
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is vanity, for it is impossible to penetrate God’s actions and
uncover ‘their meaning.

+

Moses our Teacher, on whom be peace, wanted to.find out
and asked: Make me know Thy ways. But as even he could not
attain this, we need not concern ourselves about ther. In any
case, this world, which is as naught, has been created solely
because of the world~to-be. God in His manifold kindness has
made the passings of this world to enable us to do good and
serve Him well. Also, there is a limit of seventy years in this toil-
some world, of preparations for the next; hundreds of thousands
of people do not reach even this age. But the world-to-come
exists for ever. .

Ob how abundant is Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid up for
them that fear Thee. Happy is the one who has his reward in the
everlasting world-to-come. The sorrows and troubles man suf-
fers here are temporary and last but a while. And when time has
flown, the poor man, as does the rich man also, lays down his
life—there is no difference. Furthermore, the poor man, who has
suffered so much in his lifetime, dies in peace, for every day was
for him a Jiving death, ever hoping that it would fare better with
him in the next world. And always thinking that God owed him
this as his due. All his consolation lies in the future world. Fher
shall I coms and see the face of the Lord. According to my limited
understanding, I therefore think that his suffering is not too
hard to bear.

‘But, my dear children, what need to speak longer on this? T
began writing this, with the help of heaven, after the death of
your pious father, to stifle and banish the melancholy thoughts
which came to me duting many sleepless nights. We are strayed
sheep that have lost our faithful shepherd. I have spent many
sleepless nights and for fear of falling into a melancholia. I arose
in the wakeful hours and spent the time writing this.

I'do not intend to write a book of morals, for I am not able
to do so.Our wise men have written such books; and we have
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I am old, will you also do good to me and support me?” On
which the fledgeling replied: "My dear beloved father, fust take
me across the sea. I will do for you in your old age all that you
demand of me.”

On this the old bird threw the birdling into the sea so.that
he was drowned and said, “So should be done with such a liar as
you.” He flew back and returned with the second one. When
they reached half-way across he spoke to this one as he had‘to
the first. The little bird promised to do all the good in the world.
But the old bird took this one and threw him into the sea, say-
ing, “You also are a Jiar.” .

He flew again to the shore and brought the third birdling. |

~ When he came midways he said to him, “My child, see what
hardships T undergo and how I risk my life for your sake. When
I'am old and cannot move any more, will you be good to me and
support me in my old age, as I do you in your youth?”

To which the little bird answered his- parent, “My dear
father, all that you say is true, that you take great care of me and
my-feed. I am in duty bound to repay you, if it is possible; but I
cannot promise for certain. But.this I can promise; when one

day I have a birdling of my own, I will do for my young as you -

have done for me.” On this his father said, “You speak well and
are also clever. I will let you live and take you across the water.”

From this we can see that God gave the unreasoning bird
sense, to bring up his young; and the difference: how parents toil
for their children while they, if they had the trouble with the par-
ents as their parents with them, would soon tire.

To return again to our purpose. People should love one
another, for it is said Thou shalt Jove thy neighbor [Lev. 19:18).
This is a principal point. But we very seldom find in these times
that a person loves another with his heart. On the contrary. If
one can ruin another he will do so. That parents love their chil~
dren is no surprise. We find the same Among unreasoning crea-

tures who have young and look after them until they are grown

sluCKel or rlamen 222

and can fend for themselves. And then they are left to them-
selves. We humans are in this sense better. We seek to support
our children till they are grown; not only when they are small,
but as long as we live. . L
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Harold

1address myselfto my children—to all of our household. My father died
at the age of 83 and I have a premonition that in this, my 83rd year, I too

-~

will be called to my final resting place. . . . , . will follow the sarne pattern. The children should have begun long a
My deep concern is for your mother. What will become of her if I - Teachthem to putaside from their allowarice and from any w&m >
should be the first? She is so dependent on me. I pray to God and ask earn for charity. Do it now, - : % money they
Him to prolong her sister’s life so that they may spend the rest of their Above all—be forever vigilant for those in need and don’t wait . il
lives together. By that I mean that Fanny should move in with Mom. they ask you—that is humiliating. : v E..E
... All my life I have tried to help others withour expecting anything in One last request—when the ¢ . - AP
return—and now I make a simple request—call Mom if possible every like Mother’s and my i es for my last Jonmey, Iwould

casket facing each other—she on my righ

t side—
the caskets at an angle, like this: .

day—visit her once a week—dine with her once 2 week—call her and all it needs is to place
tell her what you want for dinner—make her laugh, have the children.

call, and visit her once in a while, When she is away, write to her

frequently. Do it not as an obligation but because I know you really love . . .
her and want to make her happy. . . . . . .
Forgive me if T hurt you by suggesting this—I mean well—I am very : T S . . =
proud of you and love you all dearly. I am grateful for the many rf
blessings He has showered upon us one and all. In fact I feel that we . : .
have received more than our share of naches [parental pleasure]. i .
And now I must make a confession. For the past few months I have ST B ) o

gradually developed a hate for money and what it does to people. I
honestly feel that if one reaches the stage where he has provided fully . ) Fare Well
for his family and himself, the balance does not belong to him. It is a , . ’
lend-lease from the Almighty to distribute to charity. IfT survive I'will ery
to spend the rest of my life seeking out avenues of worthwhile charities,
preferably in Israel, ‘ .

Mother and I lived modestly. I never succeeded in convincing her to
buy a mink coat. She always felt that was showing off. 1 lived the same
way. If we lived luxuriously we could never have helped the families for
most of our married life. . .
" You have now reached the stage where you can broaden vour philan-
thropy and in larger amounts, I hope and pray that my and your children

{

.N xﬂm N .. ) ) s o . ' \ . . . 5 .
Jack Riemeor and Nathanie] Stampfer, So That Your Values Live On: Ethical Wills and
How ta Pregare Them: Woodstock, Vermont: Jewish Lishts Publishing. 1097
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